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body 10 is formed of a honeycomb structure, and has a plurality of exhaust gas channels which are partitioned by cells. An exhaust gas component absorbing catalyst 20 is supported by the porous body 10. The exhaust emission control device carries out catalytic purification of the exhaust gas in the
exhaust gas channel, through the catalytic purification action of the exhaust gas component absorbing catalyst 20, which carries out catalytic action on the exhaust gas component which have passed through the exhaust gas channels. The exhaust gas component absorbing catalyst 20 is clogged by soot

and the like, and an exhaust gas purification rate decreases as the clogging of the exhaust gas component absorbing catalyst 20 proceeds. In order to solve such problem, proposed is a method of preventing an exhaust gas component absorbing catalyst from being clogged by carrying out a soot
regeneration operation at a predetermined timing, i.e., a regeneration method of soot. In the regeneration method of soot, the generation of a lot of heat due to oxidation of the soot is relied upon, and the soot is burned by using the heat. For example, there is a method of placing a substrate having the
exhaust gas component absorbing catalyst supported thereon at an upstream side of an air-fuel ratio detecting means and burning the soot by carrying out an air-fuel ratio feedback control which includes a step for reducing a value obtained by multiplying an air-fuel ratio detected by the air-fuel ratio
detecting means by a coefficient (burn rate correction coefficient) for reducing a soot combustion rate. The exhaust gas component absorbing catalyst is operated as a catalyst by carrying out the soot combustion for a predetermined time. In addition, a method of detecting an exhaust gas component,

which is carried out at a state
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